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Abstract

The present study examined the selection factors for the polite negative verb forms
-masen or -naidesu in spoken language. Three language-external factors of task, gender
and generation were identified using the I-JAS (International Corpus of Japanese as a
Second Language) of 50 native Japanese speakers. A classification tree analysis was
conducted to predict the selection of the two -masen or -naidesu forms based on the three
factors of task, gender and generation. The results showed that the strongest factor was
task, which indicated whether it was dialogical. In monologic tasks, -masen was basically
selected. By contrast, in dialogic tasks, -naidesu was frequently selected. No effect of
gender was found. The effect of generation was seen only in the dialogue task. The
selection percentage of -naidesu decreased from 96.0% for I.JAS native Japanese speakers
in their 20s to 84.6% for those in their 30s, 40s and 50s.

Keywords: polite negative forms, -masen, -naidesu, classification trees, corpus
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