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with zai and you verbs by native Chinese speakers
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Abstract : Previous studies proposed that subjects in Chinese exclusively use definite nouns
for expressing already-known information. To investigate this claim, the current study
conducted a 1-7 point scale of acceptability judgments for (in)definiteness in zai and you
sentences using 81 native Chinese speakers. The survey contained 36 sentences based on the
12 categories defined by Zhang and Tamaoka (2016) and 6 dummy sentences. A regression
tree analysis indicated that the strongest predictor for acceptability judgments was
(in)definiteness in objects, which was followed by subjects. Unlike previous studies, this
study demonstrated (in)definiteness in subjects isn’t the crucial factor for Chinese

acceptability judgments.
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