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Abstract

A Corpus-Based Investigation of the Canonical Order of Manner and

Resultative Adverbs
Em1 Nansa Katsuo Tamaoka
Nagoya University Nagoya University

In the Japanese language, an adverb has several options as to where it can be grammatically
located within a sentence. For manner and resultative adverbs in Japanese, Koizumi and
Tamaoka (2006) claim that the canonical word order for a sentence containing either
adverb type is SAdvOV and SOAdovV respectively. The current study aims to validate this
proposal by using a newspaper corpus search to demonstrate which word order is dominant
for each of these two adverb types. The results of the corpus search revealed that manner
adverbs (IV=23) had a similar distribution between SAdvOV (48.4%) and SOAdvV (50.0%)
word orders within the corpus. For resultative adverbs (V=17), on the other hand, the
SAdvOV (18.0%) word order appeared infrequently while the SOA4vV (80.7%) order was
overwhelmingly more frequent. Consequently, while the canonical order for manner adverbs
cannot currently be distinguished between SAZvOV and SOAdvV, the canonical order for
resultative adverbs is clearly established as SOAdvV.



