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Factors Influencing Awareness and Behavior in Suggestion Situations
by Native Chinese Speakers Learning Japanese

HUANG Yulei, TAMAOKA Katsuo

Abstract

Within the framework of politeness theory by Brown and Levinson (1978, 1987), the present study investigated multiple
factors influencing awareness and behavior under suggestion situations using native Chinese speakers learning Japanese.
Focusing on pragmatic transfer by native Chinese speakers learning Japanese, the study also investigated native Chinese
speakers without Japanese learning experience and native Japanese speakers as a baseline for comparison. Using decision
tree analysis, a hierarchy of the influential relations for the various factors was seen. While culture factors and gender were
observed as weak factors, it was seen that the degree of embarrassment the speaker had to the addressee and the social
distance produced robust effects. On the awareness of the situation, Chinese speakers leaming Japanese showed a bidirectional
influencing relationship indicating that both a pragmatic transfer (L1 to L2) and a reverse transfer (L2 to L1) occurred; thus,
differing from both baseline groups. Despite this, both Chinese groups produced comparable results on behavior responses.
Consequently, this study demonstrates that while awareness is influenced by both languages, behavior is solely dependent on

the L1, causing disagreement of awareness and behavior among Chinese speakers learning Japanese.
[Keywords] Chinese speakers learning Japanese, politeness theory, suggestion, pragmatic transfer, reverse transfer
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