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Effects of viewpoint consistency on reading Japanese text
by native Chinese speakers learning Japanese in Taiwan

CHIH-CHEN WEI (Graduate School of Languages and Cultures, Nagoya University)
KATSUO TAMAOKA (Graduate School of Languages and Cultures, Nagoya University)

Abstract

Japanese text is written from a consistent viewpoint. Despite this tendency, non-native speakers learning
Japanese are likely to produce a text with varying viewpoints. Therefore, using the on-line self-paced reading
method, the present study investigated whether consistency in viewpoint within text affects non-native learners of
Japanese reading times and comprehension. The viewpoint expressions of two different texts where altered to create
four texts comprising of both high and low viewpoint consistencies. 77 Taiwanese learners of Japanese read the
texts while having their reading speeds recorded and text comprehension assessed. The results indicated that both
the viewpoint consistency at text level and syntactic complexity at sentence level influenced their processing times

in the reading of Japanese texts.

Keywords: viewpoint in text, viewpoint consistency, text processing, self-paced reading, syntactic complexity
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