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Abstract

Originally, the Korean and Japanese languages belonged to the Chinese character’s sphere
of influence. However, Chinese characters (or kanji) are no longer used in Korea. Therefore,
while native Korean speakers have the phonological representation of kanji, they do not have
representations of kanji script. On the other hand, kanji are commonly used in Japan. In order to
investigate effects of native Korean speakers’ ability to recall and write two-kanji compound words,
the present study used a writing test to examine the influence of (1) word frequency, (2) Japanese
proficiency and (3) phonological similarities between Korean and Japanese. Results showed that
(1) word frequency had a significant influence on the ability to recall and write two-kanji compound
words (2) participants with higher Japanese proficiency were superior to those with lower Japanese
proficiency, especially in terms of low frequency words and (3) phonological similarities between
Korean and Japanese had no influence. Previous studies of two-kanji compound words (e. g.,
Tamaoka & Takahashi, 1999) indicated that native Japanese speakers were likely to memorize kanji
not as a single unit, but in a unit of two-kanji compounds. Similarly, native Korean speakers learning

Japanese memorize and produce two-kanji compound words as a unit of two kanji, rather than as a

unit of single kanji.
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