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Abstract

The present study investigated whether Chinese speakers learning Japanese activate Japanese
semantic information in processing lexical homographs which are orthographically identical,
but not semantically, between Japanese and Chinese languages. The Chinese university students
learning Japanese as an L2 (n=50) participated in the experiments. The task was to judge whether
the presented Japanese sentences were semantically correct, in which homographs of two
types were embedded: O- and D-types. O-type homographs exhibit semantic overlap as well as
discrepancy between two languages, while D-type homographs share no meaning. The data showed
that: (1) Regardless of Japanese proficiency, participants had difficulties in performing the task
rapidly and correctly; and (2) D-type homographs were more accurately responded to than O-type
ones. These results indicate that; (1) Japanese orthography does not efficiently activate Japanese
semantic information even for people with higher Japanese proficiency; and (2) O-type homographs

are cognitively more demanding than D-type ones.
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